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April Showers Bring May Flowers

April Showers Bring May Flowers – Origins
of the Rhyme
We’ve all heard the rhyme “April showers
bring May flowers.” It was taught to us early
in life most likely by our parents or teachers.
The rhyme, quite popular in the spring time
can be traced back to the mid 1500’s.
Although, it’s quite possible an earlier
version could have existed.
In 1557 a gentleman by the name of Thomas
Tusser compiled a collection of writings he
called A Hundred Good Points of
Husbandry. In the April Husbandry section
he wrote:
Sweet April showers
Do spring May flowers
As you can see from this very short poem,
there is meaning behind the words, as well.
“April showers bring May flowers” is a
reminder that even the most unpleasant of
things, in this case the heavy rains of April,
can bring about very enjoyable things indeed
– in this case, an abundance of flowers in
May. “April showers bring May flowers” is a
lesson in patience, and one that remains valid
to this day.

Many of life’s greatest things come to those
who wait. By enduring the clouds and damp of
April you can find yourself more easily able to
take in the sights and smells of May. After all,
it’s easier to love something if you begin with
an optimistic outlook!
Here’s some more in-depth information about
the meaning of “April showers bring May
flowers.”
April Showers Bring May Flowers – The
Science Behind the Rhyme
“April showers bring May flowers” isn’t just a
rhyme. It’s an example of the spring cycle of
renewal that many
parts of the Earth
go through, and can be scientifically analyzed.
There are actually several contributing factors
to the appearance of flowers in May:
· Rain – The trademark of April showers bring
May flowers, the rain is definitely at the
forefront of positive stimuli bringing about
floral displays in May. Increased levels of
moisture in the soil help plants to grow faster
and healthier. The water can also help nutrients
reach the roots faster as well, which is another
side of the coin as far as rain is concerned.
Continued
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April Showers Continued
· Temperature – Another contributing
factor to making “April showers bring May
flowers” reality is the temperature. As the
days grow warmer, plants find it easier to
grow. They are genetically hard-wired to
begin growth. This combined with the rain
is a perfect signal to the plant that it’s time
to return to life (or begin life in the case of
a seed or bulb).
· Wildlife – The springtime sees the return
of many animals, birds and insects. The
renewed ecosystem involving things eating
and being eaten provides nourishment for
new plants in the form of fecal matter and
decaying organic compounds. The
presence of insects also helps to pollinate
the plants, which in turn allows them to
reproduce. That’s were our infatuation with
honeybees comes to play.

April Showers Bring May Flowers –
Things to Pass the Time
You may wish to use this time to plan
expanding your garden for later months, or
to do some basic maintenance on the nicer
days. It’s good to get ahead of schedule,
because then it lets you do some
experimenting.

April Showers Bring May Flowers – Sources
of Information
If you’re impatient and waiting for the April
showers to bring May flowers, why not spend
some time researching various species of
plants or methods of beekeeping or possibly
landscaping techniques? There are plenty of
resources at your disposal, including the
internet and books at the local library. By
studying these subjects you can come up with
great ideas to work with after the April
showers bring May flowers.
April Showers Bring May Flowers –
Conclusion
As you can see, the benefits of waiting for the
April showers to bring May flowers are great.
May heralds the beginning of the warmer
months and leads into summer, when the
highest concentrations of plants can be found
blooming in our area.
Take advantage of our beekeeping lulls and
pull up a chair, get a soda or cool beverage of
your choice and dream about what will be.
And keep in mind the classic rhyme, April
showers bring May flowers.
Excerpts of this article were taken from one
originally Published April 1, 2008 | By Ken
Bolt

.
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Comments from the Editor
April showers bring May flowers…….
The opening article signifies what is important
in life, and it’s not just beekeeping.
This simple rhyme gets stuck in my mind each
year. We’ve all experienced things in life that
starts reflections that you can’t let go.
Whatever yours is, remember…….. After the
April showers, there WILL be May flowers.
This issue of the Gazette seems lighter in
content than some of the past.
The reason is this is the time of year where we
have done all the preparations we can and the
honeybees will need to do the rest.
By now, you have done your splits, probably
added your supers and hopefully, your swarms
were minimal. If not, as I’ve said in a past
issue, at the least, you should have a young,
vibrant queen that will make you proud.
There are a couple
of points that need
to be made. First, it is entirely possible you’ll
still see swarming in April and possibly May.
So be vigilant with your inspections.
Secondly, you can still make splits now if you
are looking to increase your colonies.
However, do not expect to make surplus
honey.

Review last month’s articles on inspections
As you go through the process of inspecting
your hives, take time
to observe the
activity going on in the hive.
You’ll see nurse bees tending to the queen,
you’ll see worker bees cleaning out cells for
future egg laying or depositing nectar or
pollen, you’ll see foraging bees performing
the waggle dance describing the location of
floral sources and you’ll see new bees
emerging from pupation.
Take time to enjoy what we’ve learned in
the last few months. The activity on the
outside of your hive is as amazing as the
inside. Take time to enjoy it. As was said
earlier, pull up a chair, get a cool drink and
observe what your bees are doing. There is a
wealth of knowledge to be witnessed.
I’m proud to say the Beekeepers Gazette is
growing at a remarkable rate. We now have
readers as far away as Illinois and Wisconsin.
Let us hear from you.
Until next month,

The Editor,

Ray

Inspecting your hives periodically is still your
job
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April Showers
Before we move on, in researching the
articles for this month I came across a more
resent version of “April Showers Bring May
Flowers”…

April showers bring May flowers,
That is what they say.
But if all the showers turned to
flowers,
We’d have quite a colourful day!
There’d be bluebells and cockleshells,
Tulips red and green,
Daffodils and Chinese squill,
The brightest you’ve ever seen.
You’d see tiger lilies and water lilies,
Carnations pink and blue,
Forget-me-not and small sundrop
Glistening with the dew.
We’d have fireweed and milkweed
And many more different flowers.
Mexican star and shooting star,
Falling in the showers.
And if all the showers turned to
flowers
On that rainy April day,
Would all the flowers turn to showers
In the sunny month of May?

Questions and Answers
Q. I just purchased 4 marked queens.
Whenever I inspected my hives further I
found a queen in a hive I thought was
queenless. This sounds as if it is a good
problem but what to do with the extra
queen(s)? I don't have enough brood to
start a split. Bruce.

A. Before I had a chance to answer
Bruce’s question, he replied;
“I took action. I spent too much $$$ on
those queens and being the frugal
#@&%#!! I am, I acted. Right or wrong I
killed an existing queen and will replace her
with a marked one tomorrow AM. On the
other hand, I may have mixed up which
hive had a queen and which didn't. I found
a hive that had drawn down a bit and put
the extra queen in that hive and added a
frame of brood form another hive. But, I've
been in all of my hives a bunch the last 3-4
days trying to sort this out and believe best
to leave them all the heck alone for at least
a week.”
As I told Bruce, it sounds like he is on the
right track to recovery. The point being
made is that any hive can always benefit
from a new queen. The bees will work
harder, more eggs will be laid and if there
are any health issues, a new queen will
usually treat them effectively.
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What is Supering?
Experience says that if you give your
honeybees extra room, it will stimulate bees
to store more honey. Research shows if you
provide plenty of super space the bees will
work tirelessly to try to fill those supers
when there is a good honey flow. They will
not slow down until they are over 90%
full. Having this extra room will may also
reduce the impulse to swarm if the room is
given before the swarming process starts.
It is important to place your first super on a
strong hive during the spring build up. It
may take two to three weeks before this first
super is filled. Whenever the first super is
approximately half full, add a second super
on top of the first super. When the bees
begin to add honey to the second super, add
a third and so on. Continue this until late in
the honey flow.
This is called top supering; it is the
technique most beekeepers
use. Conceivably you could put on all the
supers at one time and not check them again,
but there are a few problems you could
encounter if you
did this. The most
prevalent being if you were in a
hive beetle area the extra room would give
the beetles a place to reproduce which the
bees could not defend.
Don’t wait until all the frames are beginning
to be filled with honey before adding
another super, this could create swarming
conditions. During a strong nectar flow the
‘house’ bees store nectar in any cell
available; often starting in the brood nest

and then moving it up into the honey supers
whenever there is
less
foraging. Moving
the nectar
relieves congestion in the brood nest. Then
the bees dry the nectar and turn it into honey
in the upper supers.
When the frames are capped you can start to
combine them when convenient, assembling
full supers. You can exchange full frames
from several of the supers to make a
completely filled super to take off.
Another method of supering is called bottom
supering which works just the way it is
sounds. You will add supers directly above
the brood nest. This provides an easily
accessible place for the bees to put
nectar. They may skip putting it in the brood
nest all together as these supers are close – it
gives them an easy place to store it. This
technique is a lot more work for you, the
beekeeper and not commonly practiced, but if
used could provide a greater opportunity to
check your hives for mites while adding new
supers. One thing you must consider though.
If you are prone to have excessive small hive
beetles, whenever you move a full super to
the top of the hive, there will not be as many
bees in that super because of being full of
honey, thereby having fewer bees to protect
the frames from SHB. Bottom supering is
also thought to stimulate the bee’s hording
tendencies, and some feel you can make more
honey with this method.
Continued
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This describes the bottom supering
technique during the first four visits. Start
with one super and move it up as you place
empty supers above the brood nest to relieve
congestion. On the forth visit example
shown, to place a new super on the hive you
would take the top super #5 which should be
nearly empty and place it above the brood
nest replacing #4 moving that one up one
and then placing another empty on the very
top.
After the bees have started to work filling
the first super with honey add a second super
just above the brood nest and place the
partially filled first super above it. After
which you place a third empty super on
top. This third one is a safety valve so to
speak, just in case you don’t get back when
you should. It provides additional room for
honey storage. When you do return in a

week to ten days you can quickly check the top
super by lifting the lid and checking the
progress. If there has been no work done on
this super then you move to the next hive. If
the bees have started to work on this third
super, you will start the process all over
removing all the honey supers down to the
brood nest. Often, the bees will have just
started working this top super. You should
place it just above the brood nest at the bottom;
replace the second super above that and place a
forth new super at the top. You will then let
the bees work on these for another week to ten
days. Whenever you return, repeat the process

Continued.
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Supering Continued
Continue this process until you feel the honey
flow is about over. You could end up with as
many as five supers, six supers or more. At that
point you can place the full supers on the top
with the empty below it and use a bee escape to
remove the bees. Remove the now bee-less
supers and process your honey. It can also
work to remove the honey supers sooner to
keep the stack of supers shorter. Then you
would need to process your honey at shorter
intervals.
The bees will fill the middle frames quicker so
you may also want to combine full frames
from the middle with emptier frames from the
outsides of several supers to make up a full
super to remove. You also could remove any
individually filled frames by just shaking and
brushing off the bees and replace the frames
with empty comb any time during the
process. Place new combs in the emptier
supers.
I personally tend not to use queen excluders at
first whenever supering and have gone a full
season without using them on a hive. Honey
bees will sometimes refuse to cross through the
excluder and
store the honey
below it in the brood nest causing
congestion. It has been my experience that
using excluders during swarming season
frequently stimulates the hive to swarm.

good laying queen will still expand her brood
nest. If later in the
season you see
the queen is laying
in the honey
supers, place a queen excluder above the
brood boxes or hive bodies. If you cannot
locate the queen, make another inspection in a
few days to check for eggs. If you find eggs
above the queen excluder, retrieve the queen
and place her back in the brood boxes. You
should wait until the brood hatches before
removing the honey supers. This step may
especially be needed when using the bottom
supering method.
It is amazing how much honey a strong hive
with a good queen can produce. There are
many methods to super a hive. This is just
one. Do your homework and figure out what
works in your bee yard.
Excerpts from Supering for swarm control
and maximum honey production; by Mike
Risk; April, 2012

As the honey flow progresses, the bees will
normally create a “ceiling” of honey above
their brood nest which the queen will not
normally cross. This ceiling acts like a natural
queen excluder. At times, a strong, good
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And Finally
What’s Blooming?

Dates to Remember

It’s April. This month you will see a
plethora of plants in bloom. Citrus is
finishing up in our area (a little later than
normal). Some areas are putting on honey
from Blackberry and other wildflowers.
Gallberry will begin in mid-April.

The Northeast Florida Honeybee Association
has a wonderful display in the Clay County
Agricultural Fair, April 3rd thru April 12th. Be
sure to visit their exhibit.

Keep your eyes open and let us know
what you have blooming.

****
Saturday, June 7th, the Jacksonville
Beekeepers Association will host a
Beekeepers Short Course.
For Details, contact Marilyn Young at
jaxbees@jaxbees.com

****
If you have a subject you would
like to see in a future issue
If you have something going on in
your bee yard or club you would
like us to consider

Our web page, www.unklerays.com will
have the current issue of the Gazette as well
as back issues beginning with issue 2. (Issue
1 has been retired)

******

If you have questions that you
would like answered, let us
know.
beekeepersgazette@bellsouth.net

The Editor

Ray Claxton
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